DISCIPLESHIP: BEGINNINGS

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT!
The value of the fruit of a tree depends directly on the life-force flowing through its limbs.  If that life force is good, then the fruit is good also.  If the life force is bad, the fruit is bad. (Matt.12:33-35)  

The old life force (the flesh, the sin nature) in us produces things  like immorality, idolatry, strife, jealousy, anger, selfishness, envy and the like; all of them controlling our actions in one way or another. (Gal.5:19-21)  

But the new life force in us is “created in the likeness of God, in true righteousness and holiness” (Eph.4:24), and is empowered by the mighty Spirit of Christ, the Word, and produces new, good fruit in us. (Jh.6:63, 2Cor.3:5-6)

Something worth remembering here is that, in Gal.5:22-23, the Word isn’t talking about “fruits”, plural, but “fruit”, singular, otherwise we could, as many seem to have, get the idea of liking some of those “fruits” but not really wanting all of them.

In fact, the fruit of the Spirit can much more accurately be compared to an orange rather than an apple, because, unlike most other fruits, the orange is comprised of segments.  Each one on its own may be nice, but it can’t survive that way.  It must be surrounded by the rest, and covered by the peel to truly be an orange.

I know that all of this seems so self-evident, and it should be.  Yet in much of our day-to-day thinking, in spite of the simplicity of the truth, it’s evident that our flesh wants to exercise its preferences, most definitely not wanting self-control, among other things.

Jesus said of himself, that he is the light of the world, adding that we are now that light, because of his Spirit in us.  His Word tells us that the fruit of that light shows up in us, if we “walk as children of light”, and will be seen in us as “all goodness, righteousness and truth.” (Eph.5:8-9)

This great God is glorified in our lives by us bearing “much fruit.”  Here, we must make it very clear to everyone that we, of ourselves, are no better than anyone else, and that it is the Spirit of Christ, and him alone, who’s producing this fruit in us. How we do that is an individual thing between the Spirit and us. (Jh.15:8, Matt.5:14-16)
Remembering that Jesus likens the Holy Spirit to “Living Water” (Jh.4:10 & 7:37-39), we see that the Word tells those who drink that water, that it becomes in them “a spring, welling up to eternal life,” and then becomes “rivers of living water” which “flow out from their hearts.” (Jh.4:14)

In Jer.17:8 we see that those who trust completely in the Lord draw their life-force from the River of God, the Holy Spirit. And rely on the never failing “Wells of Salvation.” (Is.12:3)

The fruit in our lives must also “befit repentance.” In other words it must not belie our testimony of deliverance from the powerful control of our passions and lusts.  We must walk on, living a life worthy of the Lord, not bringing shame on his name. (Luk.3:8, Col.3:9-14)  We know, or at least ought to know, that failure to bear good fruit for God will have drastic consequences for us!! (Luk.3:9, Jh.15:2)

In Col.1:3-6, we see that it is the Word of truth, the gospel of Salvation, which is being used by the Holy Spirit to bear fruit in the whole world.  And it will begin to do that right now if we will only be diligent to live that truth, as well as share it, at every opportunity, which the Mighty Spirit of God gives us.
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